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o CSP recognizes the contributions of the best
land stewards and encourages them to do
more. The program is based on conservation
accomplishments. It is not an alternative
way to provide income to producers.

e Landowners across the nation will have an
opportunity to apply as subsequent
watersheds are selected.

e USDA is committed to the vision of
CSP as a nationwide conservation
program: however, only operators in
the 18 selected watersheds can apply
this year.

o While there are outstanding producers
in many watersheds, we had to make
some tough choices to allocate the
available financial resources.

e There were several criteria for selecting the
watersheds to participate this year. The
initial watersheds have:

o A wide variety of land uses (crops,
rangeland, pasture, vineyards/orchards) and
input intensities.

o A wide variety of land uses (crops,
rangeland, pasture, vineyards/orchards)
and input intensities.

« High-priority resource issues to be
addressed, including issues that meet
their States priorities.

« A history of good land stewardship on
the part of landowners.

o The availability of the technical tools
necessary — such as digitized soils
information — to streamline program
implementation.

e Each participant will be chosen based on a
self-assessment of their agricultural
operation. The workbook for the self-
assessment will be available soon on the
web and at local USDA Service Centers.

e Other landowners can act now to make their
operations more competitive for later sign-
ups. Steps include — doing the self
assessment, developing a conservation plan,
and implementing the appropriate
conservation measures.

e There are government programs and private
assistance available to help defray the costs
of conservation activities.

e There are government programs and private
assistance available to help defray the costs
of conservation activities.

e Watersheds are nature’s boundaries.
They are a common sense way to
group together producers working in
related environmental areas.

e Implementing CSP on a watershed
basis allows us to measure
environmental success in a way that
State or county lines couldn’t be
expected to do.

e Since everyone lives in a watershed, as
we rotate through the nation’s
watersheds every farmer and rancher
will get a chance to participate. No
producer will be left out.
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e The watershed approach will allow our For More Information

staff and private technical service If you need more information about CSP,
providers to more thoroughly assist please contact your local USDA Service
landowners who apply during the Center, listed in the telephone book under
initial CSP sign-up. U.S. Department of Agriculture, or your local

e We can also help landowners in other conservation district. Information also is
watersheds assess their resources and available on the World Wide Web at:
prepare for future participation in the http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/

program. 2002/
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CSP Qs and As Note: This is not intended to be a definitive
CSP Enrollment Categories interpretation of farm legislation. Rather, it is preliminary
hed h . and may change as USDA develops implementing
Watershe Approac Key Points policies and procedures. Please check back for
Watershed Approach Qs and As updates.

Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman has announced selection of the first 18
watersheds to participate in the Conservation Security Program (CSP).

State HU8 Watershed Name State HU8 Watershed Name
. Montana /

Pennsylvania 02050303 Raystown North Dakota 10100004 Lower Yellowstone
South Carolina 03050109 Saluda lowa 10240003 East Nishnabotna
Georgia 03110204 Little Nebraska / Kansas 10270207 Lower Little Blue
y’g;‘;ga” /Indianag 100003 st. Joseph Oklahoma / Kansas 11060004  Lower Salt Fork Arkansas
Indiana / Ohio 04100007 Auglaize New Mexico / Texas 11090102 Punta De Agua
Minnesota / lowa 07020009 Blue Earth Texas 12110107 Hondo
Wisconsin 07050005 Lower Chippewa Washington 17020012 Moses Coulee
Illinois / Wisconsin07090006 Kishwaukee Idaho 17060204 Lembhi
Missouri / 08020204 Little River Ditches  Oregon 17070103  Umatilla
Arkansas
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